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The sate of Louisiana appreciates the assisbce and special considemions afforded to E- 
rate applicants affected by Hurricane Katnna. Becausc of the econoraic impact of two 
major hurricanes hitting OUT 8tatC within thrce weeb of each ohm, ow schools and 
libraries arc facing major difficulty in rembling uetworlcs. We mqxcthUy m q w t  relief 
for the Hurricane Ritaaffectcd schools and libraries in ow state. We alm request relief 
undcr the law income and rural healtiwart pmmm in our state he extended to rhose 
affected by Hurricane Rita. We understand that the FCC likely wishes to evoid rhe 
precedent ofresponding to netural disaster. However, the combined impact of the 
storms has put our smte under extreme financial strew and has msde it difficult for us to 
respond. 

In addition to the relief requested for Hunicme Rita-dfedd entities, we join the state of 
Mississippi in respeclfully requesting that the FCC extend the opportunity for schools and 
libraries directly effected by Hurricane Katrina (md, in Louisiana, Hurricsnc Rita a6 
well) to iile rcquests for funding in funding year 2006. The ,tight deadlines in FCC Ordn 
05-178 and the loomirig 2006 filing window have made i t  almost impossible for affictai 
schools and libraries to meaningfi~lly cake advantage of the special relief. 
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